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developing world? The appendix on tuberculin testing 
does not explain how a 5 IU injection can be obtained 
from the dilutions provided. Such minor inaccuracies 
can easily be corrected in subsequent editions, which I 
am sure will sell and sell throughout the developing, 
and parts of the developed world. 
It is a book which will certainly find its way onto the 
desks or book shelves of those working in tuberculosis 
in the developing world, and it is hoped the cost, with 
subsidies from various international bodies, may be 
kept very low for such persons. It is also a book which 
the worker in tuberculosis in the developed country 
might like to keep on a book shelf for reference, should 
he or she be required to give advice in areas outside 
their immediate experience, as is increasingly likely to 
happen while the current global upsurge of the disease 
continues. After all, you never can catch these men out. 
P. D. 0. Davies 
Basic Mechanisms of Pediatric Respiratory Disease 
V. CHERNICKAND R.B. MELLINS, eds 
Philadelphia, PA, U.S.A.: B. C. Decker, Inc., 1991, 
449 pages, E59.50. 
This book is a treasure trove, which really does live 
up to its title. I found it hard to put down. The book 
covers a wide range of basic mechanisms which apply 
to lung growth and development and to disease. The 
sections on developmental anatomy and physiology 
are especially strong, while other sections on pulmon- 
ary defence mechanisms, developmental biochemistry 
and diagnostic and therapeutic approaches, are of a 
high quality, but somewhat selective. Disappointingly 
the section on molecular genetics in respiratory disease 
is brief, and unimaginative. In contrast, however, 
some of the physiological chapters encompass a range 
of information which is breathtaking, extending from 
whole lung physiology down to the mechanisms of 
induction of phenotypic change at cellular level. The 
chapter on Control of Pulmonary Vascular Tone and 
Cell Proliferation by Stenmark and colleagues is a 
superb example of this approach. 
For those who seek explanations, and for whom the 
question ‘how?’ is prominent in their thoughts, and for 
those for whom clinical problem solving rather than 
the application of factual knowledge provides the 
reward for the practice of clinical paediatric medicine, 
this book will undoubtedly be an important addition 
to their personal library. The clarity of the text and 
the uniformity of purpose of the contributors implies 
a high level of editorial skill on the part of the 
two editors. The illustrations are clear, the references 
comprehensive and up-to-date and the index thorough. 
This book should be available to all who work in 
the field of neonatal medicine, paediatric intensive 
care, paediatric anaesthesia or paediatric respiratory 
medicine. Order it for your library and dip into the text 
with pleasure. 
Michael Silverman 
